Professor Basim Zwain

Medical Terminology

SUFFIXES

Suffixes can be grouped into: grammatical, surgical, diagnostic, pathological, and
other related suffixes.

GRAMMATICAL SUFFIXES are attached to word roots to form parts of speech,
such as adjectives and nouns, or singular or plural forms of medical words. They are also
used to denote a diminutive form. Many of these same suffixes are used in the English
language. Examples of adjective and noun suffixes are:

1- al = pertaining to

(&) o ol ilmn o) 3 gm —epfr Gald epAgn —epld Rlm wo o ) i ol (5 32).

Examples:

Dent = odont = tooth = o
Dental = pertaining to a dent (tooth)
Dental material = (4] —ilas) (il 33 S (Aaa) dpiudl Baldl)

Dental professions = b calay Lalaldl 5| Hlndl caba ) 2 g5 3l el

Examples: Or = mouth = &

Oral = pertaining to the Or (or by mouth)

Oral surgery = (4] Cilzas) adll dal ja s el Jixall 5l (ddia) 4 gaill da) ol
Oral surgeon = adlly (Uaise) 10 s geall (inall 5 (Riaa) 5 548 210

Oral route = adll G325k (e 58 Juad¥) Jiaall i (Adim) (5 50l Lo

Oral examination = s si& Olaia) ga¥) Jinall sl (i) (5 a8 (i)

Oral mucosa = aill Likaall dhalaall dsudall ga Juzad) Jimall sl 4 sadl) dplalaall

Examples: Labium = lip = 44

Labial = pertaining to the labium (lip)
Labial aspect = (daall Jilas il dgall f) 4, siil) dgal)
Labial surface = (Aiil) 4al s 3 gl i) (5 sl had)

Labial frenum = (4] <sbias) 4l lal S (Aaa) sl Al

JAA e Llall Z88) 5 48N G day e A e 0o 3 e 9o Labial frenum g 58
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In the same way, we can denote some anatomical directions as follows:

Examples: Lingua = tongue = ot
Lingual = pertaining to the lingua (tongue)
Lingual = oballl dga (e 5l Glallly (ala of (il

Other examples: Buccal = pertaining to the cheek = 230 dga (1o sl 2310 Gl
Occlusal = pertaining to the occlusion = Gk dea (e ol Gkl Gl
Incisal = pertaining to the incision = ahill dga (e sl adailly (3lay
Central = pertaining to the center = 4 Gl sl 38 el dga e 5l (538
Lateral = pertaining to the side = culall 4ga e sl il

Proximal = pertaining to the near = <81 igall e sf 3V i o3y
Mesial = pertaining to the middle = au sl dga o i Jaus Y]

Medial = pertaining to the middle = a5l dga (e 5l Jans 51
Distal = pertaining to the far = 2¥) dgall (e sl 2al
Apical = pertaining to the apex (of root) =
Wi 0o sl (Omd) e A28 D) ally Ale o Sl (i) (8
Cervical = pertaining to the cervix (or neck) =
L (e sl (Ol A Slie) 48,11 483 4l f ()
Dorsal = pertaining to the dorsum (or back) = 4iex (s sl elall Ae 4l 5 ks

Ventral = pertaining to the ventrum (or abdomen) = sl call 48de 4l i iday

Coronal = pertaining to the corona (or crown) =
ali g alel ) anal) aniy (5 sise sl dlga (e sl Z UL 4pd 51 ABe Al i (Gl £ D) Cals
Sagittal = pertaining to the Sagittarius (bow) =
Do s Ot o) ) ansdy (5 sina ol G sl g sl o 8
Horizontal = pertaining to the horizon = (u=_xiwe sf) il

Vertical = pertaining to the vertex = (J 8L) g2 5ac
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Viral = pertaining to the virus = oy 8

Total = pertaining to the whole (totus) = Je\sll i K
Partial = pertaining to the part = gaxdl sl ¢ alb Glaiy 5 5 3a)
Periodontal = pertaining to the periodontium = gl J s ey Glaiy
Mortal = pertaining to the death (mortis) = sl ol < sally (3l
Immortal = pertaining to no death = (&) clidll axe 5 & gall aday Blaty
Marital = pertaining to the spouse, wife or husband, (maritus) =
ZV o0 sl ol ST s 50 o s 3l Gl o s )
Exercise:
Add the suffix "al" to the following roots and notice the change in their meanings:

(Front, gingiva, nasus, tempo, parietus, cranium, cerebrum, spine, logic, idea, norm, pharynx,
larynx, palate, vertebra, renes, cauda, rostrum, cecum, duodenum, ileum, mens, dermis,
physics, biologic, nation, continent, nature, anus, glossus, artery, neuron, region, locus,
femor, brachium, vagus, basis, classic, tradition, fetus, family, dentine, Re, ethics, ribosome,
abdomen, myocardium, radix, trachia, internus, caput, occiput, radius, jugum, sternum,
globe...)



